June 4: A new phenomenon in Swedish skies!

At least, it couldn´t have been a Vampire jet that was seen, that afternoon (June 4), in the Trehörningen area. At 21.00 hours on that day the first three imported Vampire jets arrived and landed at the F13 air force wing in Norrköping. 

The jets were flown, in sunshine weather, from Hatfield in the UK, through Holland and Germany and through the south of Sweden. 18.000 spectators, on their way home from the soccer game between IFK Norrköping and the British Charlton team, got an extra free performance as the three British-built jets came whistling over their new home town. 

The new planes were the main attractions at several  air shows this summer. It is conceivable that the new jets caused more sightings of ”strange high altitude objects”, ”whistling sounds” and ”smoketrails” than what we know of. 

The first of these airshows were at the Barkarby air force base [the F8 wing] just three days later, June 6. At exactly 11.00 hours, one of the Vampires crossed over the awed audience at only 50 meters altitude and at almost 900 km/hour speed. Wrote the Stockholm Morgon Tidningen: ”Several times the monster flashed by with a sound that resembled a hard-working blowlamp... The pilot put in the air brakes and with an angry, whistling sound the monster stopped in front of one of the hangars.”  

Making another appearance, Sunday, June 16, at his homebase in Norrkoping, lieutenant Jan Oterdahl, head of the new Vampire division, was admired by 24.000 spectators. The same day another 10.000 spectators saw the Vampire - and many other Air Force planes - at the Nykoping air show, hosted by the F11 air force wing. 

Sources: Morgon Tidningen, June 4, 7 and 17. 




